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CONDITIONAL ACCESS SYSTEM OF CATV 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

5 The present invention relates to a CATV conditional access 

system in which digital programs are provided in a batch mode from 
a single digital head end to a plurality of areas. More 
specif ically, the present invention relates to a CATV conditional 
access system capable of easily allocating channels of analog 
10 programs every area. 

2. Description of the Related Art 

Very recently, community antenna television systems (CATVs) 
are popularized while multi-media have been developed. 

As indicated in Fig. 7 , this conventional CATV system is 

15 arranged as follows . That is, an analog head end (control center) 
1 is installed in each of areas, terminals 2 set into homes of 
subscribers are connected via cables 3 to this analog head end 
1, and then an analog picture signal (video/audio signal) is 
distributed from this analog head end 1 to the respective terminals 

2 0 2 via a predetermined picture frequency channel. 

Contrary to such an analog CATV system, a digital CATV system 
will be popularized, because of various needs, for instance, 
multi-channel broadcasting system, video-on-demand (VOD) , and 
bidirectional communications . 

25 While such an analog CATV system is transferred to a digital 

CATV system, in the case that an operation station of an existing 
analog CATV system starts a digital CATV broadcasting service, 
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this operation station is required to commence distributions of 
digital picture signals without interrupting the distribution 
services to the subscribers which presently receive the existing 
analog broadcasting programs. 
5 To meet such a need, the applicant of the present application 

has proposed such a novel digital integration type CATV system 
as shown in Fig. 4, since the investment amount required in such 
a case that the operation station, of the existing analog CATV 
system is transferred from the analog CATV system to the digital 

10 CATV system is reduced, and further, the problem such as the 
installing space occurred when the digital CATV system is newly 
installed is solved. Accordingly, in order that the present 
analog CATV system can be smoothly transferred to the digital CATV 
system, as shown in Fig. 4, a new digital integration type CATV 

15 system has been proposed. 

In this digital integration type CATV system, one digital 
head end 10 is installed with respect to a plurality of analog 
head ends 1A and IB, and then this digital head end 10 will supply 
digital programs in a batch mode to the respective analog head 

2 0 ends 1A and IB. The plural analog head ends 1A and IB are installed 
in the respective areas A and B where the existing analog CATV 
system has been constructed. Furthermore, the provisions of the 
program information, and also the managements of the terminal 2 
in each of the analog areas A and B are carried out in an integration 

25 manner. r 

However, the existing analog areas A and B own the specific 
program structures thereof as to the analog programs. The 
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programs provided by the respective areas differ from each other. 

Otherwise, even when the same program is provided, the channel 
display numbers are made different from each other in the 
respective analog areas. 
5 As a result, in such a case that the terminals 2 of the 

respective analog areas A and B are managed in a batch mode, and/or 
the program information is supplied in a batch mode by the digital 
head end 10, the program structures and the channel display numbers 
in the respective analog areas A and B must be united . Eventually, 

10 the loads given to the respective analog head ends 1A and IB would 
be considerably increased. 

Furthermore, such a fact that the program structures and the 
channel display numbers, which have been so far employed in the 
respective analog areas A and B, are changed, may induce 

15 unnecessary confusions to the viewers present in the respective 
analog areas. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention has been made to solve such a problem 
of the CATV system in such a case that the above-explained 
2 0 terminals of the plural analog areas having the different program 
structures from each other are managed by a single digital head 
end. 

In other words, the present invention has an object to 
provide a CATV conditional access system capable of managing 
25 terminals belonging to the respective analog areas in a batch mode 
by a digital head end without changing program structures and also 
channel display numbers in the existing analog areas in the CATV 
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system. 

To achieve the above-explained object, according to the 
invention, there is provided a CATV conditional access system 
comprising: a plurality of analog head ends for distributing a 
5 picture signal of an analog program and a picture signal of a 
transmitted digital program to a terminal belonging to each of 
areas; and a digital head end for transmitting a picture signal 
of a digital program to the plurality of analog head ends in a 
batch mode, wherein the digital head end transmits to the terminals 

10 within the areas, data containing both an area code used to 
recognize the own area belonging to each area, and a channel 
contrastive table for comparing a management number and a channel 
display number of an analog program every area, the management 
number being given to each of the analog program and being commonly 

15 used for the respective areas, and each of the terminals stores 
thereinto the area code and the channel contrastive table, and 
retrieves the corresponding management number by comparing the 
channel display number of the analog program set every area and 
the channel contrastive table based upon the area code, and then 

2 0 displays the analog program of the retrieved management number. 

Further, according to the invention, there is provided a CATV 
conditional access method comprising the steps of: providing a 
plurality of analog head ends for distributing a picture signal 
of an analog program and a picture signal of a transmitted digital 

25 program to a terminal belonging to each of areas; providing a 
digital head end for transmitting a picture signal of a digital 
program to the plurality of analog head ends; transmitting to the 
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terminals within the areas, data containing both an area code used 
to recognize the own area belonging to each area, and a channel 
contrastive table for comparing a management number and a channel 
display number of an analog program every area, the management 
5 number being given to each of the analog program and being commonly 
used for the respective areas; storing in each of the terminals 
the area code and the channel contrastive table; retrieving the 
corresponding management number by comparing the channel display 
number of the analog program set every area and the channel 
10 contrastive table based upon the area code; and displaying the 
analog program of the retrieved management number. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
Fig. 1 is a system structural diagram for showing an example 
of an embodiment of the present invention. 
15 Fig. 2 is a conceptional diagram for explaining setting 

operation of a terminal in this example. 

Fig. 3 is a conceptional diagram for explaining filtering 
of an analog program in this example. 

Fig. 4 is a system structural diagram for indicating an 
20 example of a digital integration type CATV to which the present 
invention is applied. 

Fig. 5 is a system structural diagram for showing a CATV 
system according to the embodiment of the present invention. 

Fig. 6 is a circuit diagram of a digital terminal employed 
25 in the system of the present invention. 

Fig. 7 is a system structural diagram for the conventional 
example . 
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DF.TATTiF.D DESCRIPTION OF THF, PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 
Referring now to the drawings, a preferred embodiment of the 
present invention will be described more in detail. 

Fig. 1 is a system conceptional diagram for representing an 
5 arrangement of a CATV conditional access system to which the 
present invention is applied. 

This CATV system of Fig. 1 owns a similar arrangement to that 
of the CATV system shown in Fig. 4. From a digital head end 10, 
a picture signal of a digital program; program information related 
10 to this digital program and all of analog programs distributed 
to the respective analog head ends 1A, IB and 1C; and furthermore, 
various sorts of data signals for managing terminals belonging 
to the analog areas A, B and C are supplied in a batch mode to 
the analog head ends 1A, IB and 1C of the respective analog areas 
15 A, B and C. 

Then, these picture signal and data signals are distributed 
to the terminals belonging to the respective analog areas via the 
respective analog head ends 1A, IB and 1C. 

In such a case that channel display numbers in the respective 
20 analog areas are different from each other as to analog programs 
provided in the respective analog areas, the analog programs in 
the respective terminals are managed based upon a united 
management number (will be explained later) contained in 
management data transmitted from the digital head end 10. 
25 As will be discussed later, such data related to an analog 

program which is not provided in the own analog area to which the 
own terminal belongs, may be filtered by a conditional access 
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operation executed based upon the management number in each of 
the terminals among the various sorts of data transmitted from 
the digital head end 10 in a batch mode. 

Fig. 2 and Fig. 3 are concept ional diagrams for explaining 
5 a conditional access operation and a channel display control 
operation, executed in a terminal of each of these analog areas 
A, B and C. 

Both the conditional access operation and the channel 
display control operation executed in each of these terminals are 
10 managed by a CPU built in the own terminal. 

In Fig. 2, while the digital head end 10 firstly uses data 
ch prepared for a data transmission, this digital head end 10 
transmits EMM data to the analog head ends 1A, IB and 1C of the 
respective areas A, B and C. Each of these terminals receives 
15 this EMM data from each of the analog head ends 1A, IB. and 1C. 

This EMM (Entitlement Management Message) data contains an 
area code "a" indicative of each of related (belonging) areas. 
Each of the terminals may recognize the own related area by 
storing this area code "a". 
20 Then, as indicated in Fig. 3, while the digital head end 10 

further uses a video ch so as to transmit a picture signal or a 
data ch, this digital head end 10 transmits NIT (Network 
Information Table) data to the analog head ends 1A, IB and 1C, 
whereas each of the terminals receives this NIT data via the 
25 respective analog head ends 1A, IB and 1C. 

Now, in a digital broadcasting system using the transport 
stream (TS) of theMPEG-2, as data used in this broadcasting system, 
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a PES packet is used. That is, an elementary stream in which both 
a video and an audio are digitally coded is processed in a packet 
form in this PES packet. 

The coding process operation is standardized based upon 
5 program specific information (PSI) . This program specific 
information (PSI) is constituted by a program association table 
(PAT) , a TS program map table (PMT) , a network information table 
(NIT), and an access table with a condition (CAT) . 

Among these tables, in the NIT, the following information 
10 is described, namely, channel information and frequency 
information used to switch a digital program and a channel, and 
information used to separate a multiplexed PES packet. 

This NIT data contains an analog program contrastive table 
"b" and an analog ch transmission frequency contrastive table "c" . 
15 The analog program contrastive table "b" compares a management 
number (will be explained) with an analog ch display number every 
analog area. The analog ch transmission frequency contrastive 
table "c" compares an analog ch transmission frequency every 
analog area with the management number. 
20 In this case, a management number implies such a number which 

is commonly used to the respective areas, and is given to an analog 
program supplied from the digital head end 10 instead of a channel 
display number every area. 

The analog program contrastive table "b" compares the 
25 respective analog programs managed by this management number with 
the analog ch display numbers in each of the areas A, B and C, 
and then establishes the correspondence relationship between the 



analog program and the analog ch display number. Furthermore, 
this analog program contrastive table "b" is to avoid such a case 
that a picture signal of such a not-provided analog program is 
received on the side of a terminal by this comparison. 
5 In other words, this analog program contrastive table "b" 

represents that, for example, an analog program 1 to which a 
management number 0010 is given is indicated as "OOlOch" in the 
area A, and is indicated as "0025ch" in the area B. 

Furthermore, this analog program 1 to which the management 

10 number 0010 is given is not provided in the area C, since there 
is no channel display number corresponding thereto. 

This state is similarly realized as to both an analog program 
2 of a management number 0011 and an analog program 3 of a 
management number 0012. 

15 As a result, at each of these terminals, a picture of an analog 

program which is not provided in a relevant area is not displayed, 
but also a viewer never recognizes this not-provided analog 
program. 

The analog ch transmission frequency contrastive table "c" 
20 is employed so as to compare a transmission frequency of an analog 
program distributed to each of the areas with a management number. 

For instance, this analog ch transmission frequency 
contrastive table "c" represents that the analog program 1 of the 
management number 0010 is transmitted at a frequency of 100 MHz 
25 in the area B. In such a case that a channel selection of the 
analog program 1 is carried out based upon EPG and/or the channel 
display number of 0025ch of this analog program 1 in the area B 



is inputted, a terminal belonging to the area B is tuned to 100 
MHz corresponding to the management number 0010 of this analog 
program 1 so as to receive this picture signal, and display the 
picture of this picture signal together with the analog ch display 
5 number 25. 

Fig. 5 schematically indicates an arrangement of an analog 
head end and a digital head end. 

In Fig. 5, the digital head end 10 is so arranged that digital 
picture signals supplied from a plurality of receiving device 
10 ( IRD) 10a are multiplexed by a multiplexing device 10b, and then, 
this multiplexed signal is QAM-modulated by a QAM modulator IOC. 

A preselected number of digital picture signal distribution 
systems are constructed in a proper manner. This digital picture 
signal distribution system is arranged by this IRD 10a, the 
15 multiplexing device 10b, and the QAM modulator 10c. 

Next, a description will now be made of a structure of a data 
signal containing EPG information. 

The EPG information is received by an EPG receiving device 
lOd. The EPG information is regularly, or irregularly supplied 
20 from an EPG providing company 11. 

On the other hand, a data generating device lOe generates 
other data such as conditional access information. 

Then, a multiplexing device lOf multiplexes the EPG 
information derived from the EPG receiving device lOd and the 
25 various sorts of data generated from the data generating device 
lOe, and this multiplexed signal is QAM-modulated by a QAM 
modulator lOg. 
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Both the digital picture signal and the data derived from 
the QAM modulators 10c and lOg are mixed with each other by a mixer 
10h, and then, the mixed data is transmitted through separate 
channels to the analog head ends 1A and IB, respectively. 
5 It. should be noted that as previously described, both the 

digital picture signal and the data are multiplexed based upon 
the MPEG-2 standard. 

In the analog head end 1A of the area A, for example, a local 
broadcasting signal is outputted from an analog picture signal 
10 generator la, this local broadcasting signal is modulated by a 
modulator lb, and furthermore, data such as fee information 
generated by a data generating device lc is analog-modulated by 
a modulator Id. 

These analog picture signals, the data derived form the 
15 modulator Id, and both the digital picture signal and the data 
derived from the digital head end 10 are mixed with each other 
by a mixer le, and then, the mixed signal/data is distributed to 
the respective terminals 2 . 

It should also be noted that the analog head end IB of the 
2 0 area B is constructed of a similar arrangement. 

With respect to the single digital head end 10, a plurality 
of analog head ends 1A and IB located in each of these areas are 
connected. Both the digital picture signal and the data, which 
are transmitted from the digital head end 10, are sent to the analog 
25 head ends 1A and IB arranged in these areas A and B. Then,' these 
digital picture signal and data are distributed via the respective 
analog head ends 1A and IB to the respective terminals 2 connected 
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to the analog head ends 1A and IB in combination with the analog 
signal. 

Fig. 6 is a schematic block diagram for showing an 
arrangement of the digital terminal 2 connected to the analog head 
5 ends 1A and IB in each of the analog areas. 

In Fig. 6, a digital picture signal, an analog picture signal, 
and the data supplied from the digital head end 10 are distributed 
to a program tuner 20 and a data tuner 21. 

Then, after the video/audio signals of the analog picture 
10 signal series which are entered into the program tuner 2 0 are 
processed by an analog picture signal processing circuit 22A, a 
video signal and an audio signal of this processed picture signal 
are outputted to a video output circuit 23 and an audio output 
circuit 24, respectively. 
15 In the analog picture signal processing circuit 22A, an 

analog picture IF signal of the NTSC system outputted from the 
program tuner 20 is demodulated by an NTSC demodulator, and when 
the analog picture signal transmitted from the analog head end 
11 is scrambled, this scrambled analog picture signal is 
20 descrambledby way of an analog descramble circuit, and thereafter 
the descrambled analog picture signal is entered into a 
CPU/Decoder 25 provided at a post stage. 

Also, the video/audio signals of the digital picture signal 
series are processed by a digital picture signal processing 
25 circuit 22B, and thereafter, the processed digital video/audio 
signals are inputted to the CPU/Decoder 25. 

In the digital picture signal processing circuit 22B, the 
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digital picture IF signal which is QAM-modulated is down- 
converted by an IF downconverter, and then, the down- converted 
digital picture IF signal is demodulated by a QAM demodulator. 

Then, in such a case that the digital picture signal which 
is transmitted from the digital head end 10 is scrambled, this 
scrambled digital picture signal is descrambled by a digital 
descramble circuit. Thereafter, a transport stream (TS) of 
MPEG-2 is demultiplexed by a TS-demultiplexer, and the 
demultiplexed transport stream is entered to the CPU/Decoder 25 
provided at the post stage. 

Both the digital video signal and the digital audio signal 
derived from this CPU/Decoder 25 are supplied via a video 
converting circuit 2 6 and an audio converting circuit 27 to the 
video output circuit 23 and the audio output circuit 24. 

On the other hand, a digital data signal which is inputted 
into the data tuner 21 is processed by a digital data signal 
processing circuit 22C. Thereafter, the processed digital data 
signal is entered to the CPU/Decoder 25. From this CPU/Decoder 
25, the processed digital data signal is supplied via the video 
converting circuit 26 and the audio converting circuit 27 to the 
video output circuit 23 and the audio output circuit 24, 
respectively. 

Similarly to the digital picture signal processing circuit 
22B, in the data signal processing circuit 22C, the digital data 
IF signal which is QAM-modulated is down- converted by an IF 
downconverter, and then, the down- converted digital data IF 
signal is demodulated by a QAM demodulater. 
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Then, a TS-demultiplexer demultiplexes various sorts of data 
such as EPG data, which is multiplexed on the transport stream 
(TS) in accordance with the MPEG-2 standard. The demultiplexed 
data is entered to the CPU/Decoder 25 provided at the post stage. 
5 It should also be noted that in Fig. 6, reference numeral 

28 denotes a conditional access managing unit; 29, an IC card I/F; 
30, a display unit for displaying a channel or the like; 31, an 
operation key input unit; and 32, a remote controller receiving 
unit. 

10 In the CATV conditional access system with employment of the 

above-explained arrangement, the data generating device lOe of 
the digital head end 10 transmits EMM data to the analog head ends 
1A and IB of the respective areas by using the data ch, and then, 
this EMM data is received and demodulated by the data tuner 21 

15 of the terminal 2 belonging to each of the areas and the data signal 
processing circuit 22C thereof. The demodulated EMM data is 
entered into the CPU/Decoder 25. 

The each terminal 2 recognizes the area to which the own 
terminal 2 belongs based upon the area code "a" contained in the 

20 EMM data. 

Also, the terminal 2 receives/demodulates both the analog 
number contrastive table "b" and the analog ch transmission 
frequency contrastive table "c", contained in the NIT data, and 
then, sets the display ch and the performs the conditional access 
25 with reference to both the analog number contrastive table "b" 
and the recognized belonging area. 

Also, the terminal 2 selects the analog program and also sets 
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the tuning frequency based on the EPG with reference to the analog 
ch transmission frequency contrastive table "c" and the belonging 
area. 

As previously explained, in the above-described conditional 
5 access system, in such a case that the different program structures 
in a plurality of analog areas are managed by the digital head 
end in a batch mode, this analog program is managed not by the 
channel display number every analog area, but by the management 
number commonly used in the respective analog areas. As a 

10 consequence, even when the program structures of the analog 
programs are different from each other every analog area, or the 
channel display numbers are different from each other, the program 
structures and the channel display numbers need not be united among 
these analog areas, but also the channel allocation can be readily 

15 carried out with respect to each of the analog areas. 
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS : 

1. A CATV conditional access system comprising: 

a plurality of analog head ends for distributing a picture 
signal of an analog program and a picture signal of a transmitted 
5 digital program to a terminal belonging to each of areas; and 
a digital head end for transmitting a picture signal of a 
digital program to the plurality of analog head ends, 

wherein said digital head end transmits to the terminals 
within the areas, data containing both an area code used to 
10 recognize the own area belonging to each area, and a channel 
contrastive table for comparing a management number and a channel 
display number of an analog program every area, said management 
number being given to each of the analog program and being commonly 
used for the respective areas, and 
15 each of said terminals stores thereinto the area code and 

the channel contrastive table, and retrieves the corresponding 
management number by comparing the channel display number of the 
analog program set every area and the channel contrastive table 
based upon the area code, and then displays the analog program 
2 0 of the retrieved management number. 

2. The CATV conditional access system as claimed in claim 
1, wherein both the data indicative of the area code and the data 
indicative of the channel contrastive table are transmitted from 

25 said digital head end to the terminals of the respective areas 
respectively via either a channel used to transmit the picture 
signal or another data transmission channel which is separately 
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provided with the channel for transmitting the picture signal. 

3. The CATV conditional access system as claimed in claim 
1, wherein said digital head end transmits data about an analog 
5 channel transmission contrastive table to the terminals within 
the plurality of areas, said analog channel transmission 
contrastive table comparing the management number with a 
transmission frequency of an analog program within each of the 
areas, and 

10 each of the terminals stores thereinto the analog channel 

transmission contrastive table; when a channel display number of 
an analog program is designated, said each terminal retrieves a 
management number corresponding to the designated channel display 
number from the channel contrastive table based upon the area code; 

15 and said each terminal retrieves a transmission frequency of an 
analog program corresponding to the retrieved management number 
from the analog channel transmission frequency contrastive table 
so as to be tuned to the retrieved transmission frequency. 

20 4. The CATV conditional access system as claimed in claim 

3, wherein the data indicative of the analog channel transmission 
frequency contrastive table are transmitted from said digital 
head end to the terminals of the respective areas respectively 
via either a channel used to transmit the picture signal or another 

25 data transmission channel which is separately provided with the 
channel for transmitting the picture signal. 
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5. A CATV conditional access method comprising the steps 

of: 

providing a plurality of analog head ends for distributing 
a picture signal of an analog program and a picture signal of a 
5 transmitted digital program to a terminal belonging to each of 
areas; 

providing a digital head end for transmitting a picture 
signal of a digital program to the plurality of analog head ends; 

transmitting to the terminals within the areas, data 
10 containing both an area code used to recognize the own area 
belonging to each area, and a channel contrastive table for 
comparing a management number and a channel display number of an 
analog program every area, said management number being given to 
each of the analog program and being commonly used for the 
15 respective areas; 

storing in each of said terminals the area code and the 
channel contrastive table; 

retrieving the corresponding management number by comparing 
the channel display number of the analog program set every area 
20 and the channel contrastive table based upon the area code; and 

displaying the analog program of the retrieved management 
number. 
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ABSTRACT OF THF, DISCLOSURE 
In a CATV system, a digital head end transmits both an area 
code and such data containing a management number and a channel 
contrastive table to a terminal of each of areas; each terminal 
5 stores thereinto both the area code and the channel contrastive 
table; and the digital head end retrieves the corresponding 
management number by comparing a channel display number of an 
analog program set every area with the channel contrastive table 
based on this area code, and then, displays the analog program 
10 of this retrieved management number. 
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I hereby appoint John H. Mion, Reg. No. 18,879; Thomas J. Macpeak, Reg. No. 19,292; Robert J. Seas, Jr., Reg. No. 21,092; Darryl Mexic, 
Reg. No. 23,063; Robert V. Sloan, Reg. No. 22,775; Peter D. Olexy, Reg. No. 24,513; J. Frank Osha, Reg. No. 24,625; VVaddell A. Biggart, 
Reg. No. 24,861; Louis Gubinsky, Reg. No. 24,835; Neil B. Stegel, Reg. No. 25,200; David J. Cushing, Reg. No. 28,703; John R. Inge, Reg. 
No. 26,916; Joseph J. Ruch, Jr., Reg. No. 26,577; Sheldon I. Landsman, Reg. No. 25,430; Richard C. Turner, Reg. No. 29,710; Howard L. 
Bernstein, Reg. No. 25,665; Alan J. Kasper, Reg. No. 25,426; Kenneth J. Burchfiel, Reg. No. 31,333; Gordon Kit, Reg. No. 30,764; Susan J. 
Mack, Reg. No. 30,951; Frank L. Bernstein, Reg. No. 31,484; Mark Boland, Reg. No. 32,197; William H. Mandir, Reg. No. 32,156; Scott M. 
Daniels, Reg. No. 32,562, Brian W. Hannon, Reg. No. 32,778, Abraham J. Rosner, Reg. No. 33,276; Bruce E. Kramer, Reg. No. 33,725; Paul 
F. Neils, Reg. No. 33,102, Brett S. Sylvester, Reg. No. 32,765 and Robert M. Masters, Reg. No. 35,603; my attorneys to prosecute this 
application and to transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith, and request that all correspondence 
about the application be addressed to SUGHRUE, MION, ZINN, MACPEAK & SEAS, PLLC, 2100 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20037. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and belief are 
believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful false 
statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 



Date_ 



April 3, 2000 



Residence Tokyo , 



Japan 



Japan 



First Inventor_ 



Kazunori 



Hashimoto 



l\Ci Z(/ftv H Hash I moiz> 



Post Office Address_ 



c/o Pioneer Corporation, Ohmori Works, 
15-5, Ohmorinishi 4-chome, 
Tokyo , Japan 



Ohta-ku, 



Second Inventor_ 



Post Office Address_ 



Citizenship, 



